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No more lies

It's only during crisis that truth comes to light. As everyone scrambles into new posi-
tions, reality is revealed. Each time the Lebanese equation changes, players let their
masks slip in their bid to defend their slice of what remains. The violations that are
perpetrated in the process are often so flagrant that forgiveness seems impossible.

Now is the time to face the truth—to be honest with ourselves and others—or in-
stead of witnessing the rebirth of Lebanon we will all bear witness to its slow death. It
is past obvious that our political class is driven by ego, arrogance, incompetence, igno-
rance, and corruption—all while hiding behind geopolitical excuses that no longer, and
never did, make any sense. Even now, as | write this editorial, our politicians continue
to bicker among themselves over how to reform a government of old faces, while our
people recover from another night of violence inflicted upon them. But Lebanon has
changed, even if those who cling to power refuse to accept this new reality.

The picture we face now may be bleak, but we should never forget that we are a
rich nation, through our people, our heritage, and our nature—and it doesn’t take much
to put it all to good use. The pillars of our nation—our entrepreneurial private sector,
educated population, and wonderful culture—need strong institutions that allow them
to thrive. To achieve our promise we need leadership empowered by the people, not
dictated by foreign powers. We need leaders that understand the importance of, and are
able to launch and activate, the bedrocks of our economy—our agriculture, manufactur-
ing, and services industries. Who understand the principles of competitiveness powered
by education, knowledge, and healthcare.

This Lebanon is within our reach. Executive’s Economic Roadmap 3.0 was drafted
amid the revolution with a renewed nation in mind. Regardless of who leads the transi-
tion, they will have this roadmap as a guide as they embark on the long road toward
Lebanon’s rebirth.

As Lebanese we need to stand up and reclaim sovereignty over our nation. Over the
course of this still ongoing uprising, we have seen the masks slip from our political
elite—accusations have become incriminations—and it is no longer possible to trust
those that have failed in power for 30 years. Instead, we put our trust in the people of
Lebanon. We put our trust in the collective will and spirit of the Lebanese, and our opti-
mism in the hands of those who are battling every day for change, those who reimagine
Lebanon with their blood, tears, and hopes.

Now is the time.

S L me K Yalua”
- T —

Yasser Akkaoui
Editor-in-chief
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Protesters decry political
and economic crises
People took to the streets
across Lebanon from mid-
December through January
to protest the country’s wors-
ening political and economic
situation. A demonstration
in Beirut on January 20 drew
a crowd estimated at several
thousand, who marched to
the finance ministry to protest
supposed plans to increase
value-added tax and cut fuel
subsidies. Previous protests in
mid-January took aim at gov-
ernment corruption.

Five dead in winter storms
Two January storms bat-
tered Lebanon, resulting in
five deaths and dispropor-
tionately affecting vulnerable
refugee communities. Storm
Norma ravaged the country
from January 6 - 10, flooding
populated areas countrywide
and killing an eight year-old
Syrian girl in Minyeh. Start-
ing on January 15, a second
storm, Miriam, raged for
several days, during which at
least four people were killed
and another 10 injured.

McKinsey report and
Moody’s downgrade
highlight economic
morass

The economy ministry on
January 2 released a 1,200
page (slides) plus report by
McKinsey, commissioned by
the government in 2017 for
$1.3 million, to analyze and
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outline plans to ameliorate
Lebanons ailing economy.
The report stated that Leba-
non was trapped in a “vi-
cious economic cycle;” and
highlighted five key sectors
for the country to focus on
to achieve economic growth.
Lebanons economic woes
were in sharp focus, after
local daily Al-Akhbar pub-
lished comments by then-
caretaker finance minister,
Ali Hassan Khalil, on Janu-
ary 10, in which he suggest-
ed Lebanon may restructure
its debt. As a result of the
comments, which Khalil
later denied, Lebanese eu-
robonds dropped to then-
record low values. Moody’s
investor service announced
on January 21 that Lebanon’s

long-term investment rat-
ing had been downgraded
due to the heightened risk
of debt rescheduling by the
government.

Key absences make for

toothless Arab summit

Internal Lebanese issues
and international political
divisions resulted in a dis-
appointing turnout at the
Arab Economic and Social
Development Summit held
in Beirut on January 19 - 20,
during which Lebanese of-
ficials called for the return
of Syrian refugees. Of the 22
Arab League member states,
20 attended the summit,
however, most were repre-
sented by prime ministers,
foreign ministers, or finance

ministers; only three of the
eight expected heads of states
showed up. A key sticking
point deterring Arab lead-
ers was disagreement over
whether Syria should rejoin
the league in reversal of its
2011 suspension. An ad-
ditional layer of animosity
emerged following protests
in Lebanon against the in-
volvement of Libya, where
Shiite cleric Imam Musa al-
Sadr disappeared in 1978, re-
sulting in the Libyan delega-
tion boycotting the summit.
Following the summit, on
January 21, Qatar announced
its intention to buy $500 mil-
lion in Lebanese government
bonds—this purchase has to
date not been documented.

A new cabinet is formed

After 252 days without a gov-
ernment, Lebanon’s cabinet
was announced on January
31. The 30-member cabinet
was formed following a flur-
ry of speculation and the an-
nouncement that Lebanese
Forces leader, Samir Geagea,
had agreed to trade the Cul-
ture portfolio for Minister of
State for Administrative De-
velopment. The new cabinet
was being hailed as a govern-
ment of national unity, with
no one party achieving a de-
finitive blocking third. There
were also four female min-
isters announced: Violette
Safadi as minister of state for
the empowerment of women
and youth, May Chidiac as
minister of state for admin-
istrative development, Nada
Boustany as energy minister,
and Raya el-Hassan as interi-
or minister, the first Lebanese
woman to hold that position.
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Lebanese man sets
himself on fire over
child’s school fees
Georges Zreik, a taxi driver
from north Lebanon, lit
fire to himself outside his
daughter’s school on Feb-
ruary 7 in protest over the
school’s refusal to release
his daughter’s transcript.
Zreik was rushed to a hos-
pital in Tripoli where he
later succumbed to his in-
juries. Local media reports
indicated that the dispute
between Zreik and Bkef-
tine Orthodox College, a
private elementary school,
was over the late payment
of school fees. There were
disagreements between the
school and Zreik’s family as
to what was owed and how
much Zreik had paid. The
education ministry ordered
an investigation into the in-
cident, telling the press that
Zreik had not approached
them over the issue. Zreik’s
death sparked sympa-
thy and outrage across
the country.

Cabinet gains the con-
fidence of Parliament
Parliament voted to give
confidence to the new cabi-
net on February 15, with
111 in favor, six against,
and 11 absent. The cabinet’s
ministerial statement large-
ly focused on economic is-
sues. Over the course of the
three-day session, however,
there were several verbal
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spats in the chamber, most
notably between Hezbol-
lah MP Nawwaf Moussawi
and Kataeb MP Nadim
Gemayel, which led the
Hezbollah MP to be repri-
manded by his party. Cabi-
net, meanwhile, also got off
to a rocky start when the
new minister for the dis-
placed, Saleh Gharib, vis-
ited Damascus on February
20 to discuss the refugee
file. The visit marked a ma-
jor shift from the previ-
ous cabinet, in which the
refugee portfolio was with
the Future Movement,
and caused disagreement
within the new cabinet that
forced the early breakup
of its first session on
February 21.

First meeting after

PM Hariri wins
confidence vote

First meeting after govern-
ment formation was held on
February 18 with the Interna-
tional Financial Corporations
and the Council of Develop-
ment and Reconstruction.
to tackle the next steps
into implementing CEDRE,
which included discussions
of a 22-point economic plan
needed to unlock funds.

UK labels Hezbollah's
“political wing” as a ter-
rorist organization

The UK Home Secretary,
Sajid Javid, announced on
February 25 that the UK
would be designating the
entirety of Hezbollah as

a terrorist organization,
meaning that being a mem-
ber of, or offering support
to, Hezbollah would now
be a criminal offense in the
UK. The UK Home Office
and its Lebanon ambassa-
dor released statements re-
affirming the UK’s support
for Lebanon despite the ban.
However, the ban meant
that any UK group fund-
ing or supporting projects
from the health or youth
and sports ministries would
no longer be accessable as
these are controlled by Hez-
bollah or Hezbollah-linked
individuals.

Court rules in LBCI
dispute

On February 28, Judge Fati-
ma Jouni ruled that the Leb-
anese Forces (LF) would not
regain ownership of LBCI,
dropping charges against
current chair Pierre Daher.
LF leader Geagea filed a
lawsuit in 2007, where he
sought to restore ownership
of the channel and denied
having sold it to Daher. The
LF owned the station un-
der the name LBC until the
party transferred ownership
of the station in 1992 when
it became apparent Geagea
would face jail-time. The
judge ruled that LBC was
established by funds raised
by the LF’s then-militia and
so—based on the premise
that funds raised during the
civil war are the property of
the Lebanese state and peo-
ple—had Daher not estab-
lished LBCI with funds he
secured in bank loans then
the channel would have
been state property.
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Budget passage de-
layed, government calls
for cuts

On March 5, Finance Min-
ister Ali Hasan Khalil an-
nounced that the finance
ministry had handed over
its report on public sector
spending between 1993 and
2017 to the Court of Audit,
the body tasked with audit-
ing public finances. This
came on the heels of Hezbol-
lah MP Hasan Fadlallah ac-
cusing former Finance and
Prime Minister Fouad Sin-
iora on March 1 of illegally
spending $11 billion during
his tenure, an accusation
Siniora denied. The Court
of Audit investigation and
delays in cabinet formation
had temporarily stalled the
passage of the 2019 budget.
Lawmakers were looking to
slash spending to reduce the
budget deficit so that the
state can access $11 billion
pledged by foreign donors
and lenders.

Lebanon appeals for

funds at Brussels Il

At the Brussels conference
on “Supporting the future
of Syria and the region”
on March 12 - 14, Prime
Minister Saad Hariri asked
for help in facilitating the
return of more than 1 mil-
lion Syrian refugees from
Lebanon to Syria. Notably
missing from the ranks of
the Lebanese delegation in
Brussels was Saleh Gharib,
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Minister of State for Refu-
gee Affairs. Hariri’s Future
Movement is opposed to
normalizing ties with Syria,
while Gharib is close to the
Lebanese Democratic Party
that has ties to the Syrian
government. At the confer-
ence, which aimed to gar-
ner financial support for
states that host Syrian refu-
gees, Hariri requested $2.6
billion that he said would
appropriately fund Leba-
non’s response plan to the
crisis. Pledges for the region
in 2019 reached $7 billion.

Cabinet appoints Mili-
tary Council, considers
new electricity plan

The cabinet filled four va-
cant spots on the Military

Council in March 21 meet-
ings as part of a 54-item
agenda. Also during the
cabinet meeting, Minister
of Energy and Water Nada
Boustani introduced plans
to solve the country’s elec-
tricity problems. The cabinet
said it formed a commit-
tee to further evaluate the
present electricity plan and
would also look into onshore
oil and gas exploration laws.
The new plan’s goals were to
reduce Electicité du Liban’s
(EDL) financial deficit and
improve electricity through
measures that include build-
ing two new power plants in
Selaata and Zahrani.

US Secretary of State
Pompeo visits Lebanon

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo visited Lebanon
March 22 - 24. Pompeo met
with top state officials and
Lebanese Army Command-
er Joseph Aoun, stressing
US support for the Lebanese
Armed Forces. Pompeo re-
peatedly spoke against Iran
and Hezbollah, branding
the former an “outlaw na-
tion” and the latter “its ter-
rorist affiliate” Speaking
at a press conference with
Pompeo, Foreign Minister
Gebran Bassil made the
point of stating that Hez-
bollah has popular support
in the country and was not
a terrorist organization. In
response to Pompeo’s state-
ments, Hezbollah Secretary
General Hassan Nasrallah
stated in a March 26 speech
that Israel, with US backing,
was a danger to Lebanon.

Aoun meets with Putin
on refugee file

President Michel Aoun
met with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on March
26, as part of an official visit
to Moscow. Both presidents
expressed support for Rus-
sias refugee return initiative.
Russia had offered to help
repatriate Syrian refugees
from Lebanon, Jordan, and
Turkey 2018 but the plan,
which drew concerns from
the UN and other stake-
holders, was on hold due
to funding issues. Also dis-
cussed was the US’ decision
on March 25 to officially
recognize Israeli sovereign-
ty in the occupied Golan
Heights, with Aoun reiterat-
ing his strong opposition to
the move.
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Second round of oil and
gas licensing launched
On April 4, the cabinet ap-
proved the launch of Leba-
non’s second offshore oil and
gas licensing round. Energy
Minister Nada Boustani an-
nounced the new tender
the following day at a press
conference. Cabinet ap-
proved the recommendation
of the Lebanese Petroleum
Authority to open Blocks 1
and 2 in the northern Exclu-
sive Economic Zone, Blocks
8 and 10 in the south, and
Block 5 in the middle of the
Exclusive Economic Zone.
Companies must form a
consortium of three compa-
nies to place a bid for tender,
due January 31, 2020.

Electricity plan passed

The Council of Ministers
approved a new electric-
ity policy paper on April 8
that according to the energy
ministry was aimed at pro-
viding 24-hour electricity
and reducing EDLs deficit.
The plan entailed building
six new power plants over
the next six years, and was
scheduled to be imple-
mented in full over the next
decade with short-term and
long-term measures speci-
fied. The plan sought to
secure 1,450 MW of tem-
porary power by early 2020
to reach 3,500 MW output,
which would be enough
to secure round-the-clock
power. In the long term,
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the policy called for new
electricity generation plants
to be built at Deir Ammar,
Zahrani, Selaata, Zouk,
Hreisheh, and Jiyyeh. EDL
forecasted that their deficit
would shrink from $1.4 bil-
lion in 2019 to $574 million
in 2020.

New US measures tar-
get Iran, Hezbollah
Hezbollah Secretary Gener-
al Hassan Nasrallah said that
they would retaliate should
Washington take steps to
“threaten our nation” in an
April 10 speech. He added
that the US’ designation of
the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps—a branch
of Iran’s armed forces—as
a terrorist organization on

April 8 was reflective of cur-
rent US foreign policy. In a
March speech, Nasrallah
had called on Hezbollah’s
supporters to donate to the
party, the finances of which
have been targeted by US
sanctions, and warned that
sanctions were likely to get
worse. He called sanctions
and terror designations a
“form of war” On April 17,
US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said that President
Trump would increase pres-
sure on Iran; on April 22
the US announced it would
end sanction exemptions for
major importers—a move
intended to limit Iran’s abil-
ity to export oil. On April
23, the US launched a $10
million reward program

for information that could
help identify Hezbollah fi-
nancial networks.

Jamali wins Tripoli
by-election

The Future Movement’s
Dima Jamali was victorious
in Tripoli’s by-election on
April 14, winning Tripoli’s
fifth Sunni parliamentary
seat with 68 percent of the
vote, according to prelimi-
nary figures released by the
Future Movement. Turn-
out, however, was only 12
percent.

Leaked draft budget light
on austerity measures

On April 27, a truncated ver-
sion of the 2019 budget was
leaked, containing the main
budget proposals due to be
debated by cabinet on April
30. Notably absent from the
document were nine pages
which, based on the appen-
dixes, contained austerity
measures like a 3 percent re-
duction on the monthly pen-
sion of retired military per-
sonnel. However, the leaked
budget did not seem to align
with Prime Minister Saad
Hariri’s April 17 comments,
when he had warned the Leb-
anese to prepare for “unprec-
edented” austerity to ward off
a national economic “catas-
trophe” On April 30, retired
military and security person-
nel blocked the entrances to
the Port of Beirut and Banque
du Liban (BDL), Lebanons
central bank, to protest any
budget measure that would
affect their pensions. Pre-
emptive protests by public
sector workers also took place
earlier in the month.
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Former Maronite
Patriarch Cardinal
Sfeir dies at 98
Former Maronite Patri-
arch Cardinal Nasral-
lah Boutros Sfeir died on
May 12, days before his
99th birthday. Sfeir was
laid to rest in Bkirki on
May 16, with thousands
of mourners in attend-
ance. Appointed patriarch
on April 19, 1986, during
the Lebanese Civil War,
Sfeir was made cardinal
by Pope John Paul II in
1994. He was succeeded
by the current patriarch,
Beshara Rai, in 2011.

US agrees to mediate
border talks between
Lebanon and lIsrael

On May 18, the US agreed
to Lebanon’s request to me-
diate talks between Leba-
non and Israel to demar-
cate the maritime border.
On May 27 Israel agreed
to take part in these ne-
gotiations. The talks were
touted to be headed by
US Assistant Secretary of
State for Near Eastern Af-
fairs David Satterfield, and
aimed at settling the land
border dispute with me-
diation from the UN. There
are nearly 860 square kilo-
meters of disputed waters
claimed by each country.

State wraps up probe
on illegal hires
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MP Ibrahim Kanaan,
chair of Parliament’s Fi-
nance and Budget Com-
mittee announced on
May 23 that a probe into
illegal state hiring found
that 37,000 employees
had been hired unlaw-
fully. Article 21 of Law
46 (2017) had called for
a freeze in public-sector
hiring to reduce state ex-
penditures. The commit-
tee discovered that thou-
sands of employees hired
in public administrations
held positions with no
legal description; 37,022
employees were hired in
violation of laws and reg-
ulations, 5,013 were hired
during the freeze, and the
other 32,009 were hired

before the freeze went into
effect. Many of these em-
ployees were hired before
the 2018 parliamentary
elections, fueling allega-
tions that this was done
to boost parties’ electoral
support.

2019 budget
approved by Cabinet
On May 27, Lebanon’s
state draft budget was
approved by the cabinet
after weeks of wrangling
and missed deadlines.
The draft was passed on
for parliamentary approv-
al, which Speaker Nabih
Berri said at the time
may take another month.
Roiled by rumored auster-
ity measures, protesters

had taken to the streets
over the previous month.
The latest round of pro-
tests took place as cabinet
met to approve the budg-
et, with veterans express-
ing concern over poten-
tial cuts to their pensions.
The 2019 budget had been
touted by Prime Minister
Saad Hariri as one of the
“most austere in the his-
tory of Lebanon,” with
politicians scrambling to
agree on measures to raise
revenues and decrease
spending, in the hope of
unlocking some of the $11
billion in funding pledged
by international donors at
CEDRE. The budget defi-
cit, 11.5 percent in 2018,
was to be reduced to 7.59
percent, per the draft
budget. Also included was
a plan to cut $660 million
from the debt servicing
bill by issuing treasury
bonds at 1 percent inter-
est to the Lebanese bank-
ing sector. Other meas-
ures included a 2 percent
tariff on imported prod-
ucts and an increase to
a 25 percent income tax
on individuals and enter-
prises earning an annual
income of LL225 million
or higher. Civil servants
on pensions and current
and former prime min-
isters, house speakers,
MPs, and presidents were
to pay income tax. Three
percent were to be deduct-
ed from retirement sala-
ries for army personnel
to fund their healthcare
and social assistance
benefits.
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Four security person-
nel killed in Tripoli
attack

A lone gunman killed
two army officers and two
members of the Inter-
nal Security Forces (ISF),
wounding others, in an
attack on June 3. Abdel-
Rahman Mabsout was re-
ported to have fought with
Daesh in Syria. He was
shot and killed when se-
curity forces stormed the
residential building he was
holed up in.

Lebanon close to talks
on maritime borders
with Israel, Syria

Israel Energy Minister Yu-
val Steinitz announced on
June 19 that Israel expect-
ed to start US-mediated
talks with Lebanon to de-
marcate their shared mari-
time border in July.

The talks had hit a road-
block over the level of UN
involvement in any future
negotiations, for how long
Israel would halt construc-
tion in disputed areas, and
whether negotiating points
may be delivered verbally
or in writing. In Russian
news outlet Sputnik on
June 15, Defense Minister
Elias Bou Saab said that
Syria was also looking to
demarcate its maritime
border with Lebanon. The
minister said that the Rus-
sians had an economic
interest in the issue, given
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that Russias Novatek is
part of a consortium of in-
ternational oil companies
set to begin exploration in
Lebanon’s offshore Block
4 in December. On July 5,
the Israeli Energy minister
“voiced frustration” with
the refusal of the Lebanese
side to take part in talks.

Budget committee
takes month to review
draft budget

On June 25, MP Ibrahim
Kanaan, head of Parlia-
ment’s Finance and Budget
Committee announced
that the committee had ap-
proved 80 percent of the
draft budget and would fin-
ish its review in early July.
Moody’s Investors Service

said in a June 25 credit
analysis that despite inclu-
sion of fiscal consolidation
measures in the 2019 draft
budget, Lebanon was seen
to be at an increased risk
of debt rescheduling or a
different liability manage-
ment exercise due to slow-
ing capital inflows in Leba-
non and weaker deposit
growth.

“Peace to Prosperity”
conference takes place
in Bahrain

On June 25 - 26, Bahrain
hosted the US-led “Peace
to Prosperity” workshop,
a proposal for solving the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict
that US President Donald
Trump has called the “deal

of the century” As an offi-
cial Palestinian delegation
boycotted the conference,
Lebanon abstained from
sending a delegation, as
did Iraq. The official Is-
raeli delegation pulled out
of the workshop, citing
security concerns; Israeli
businessmen and members
of the Israeli press were
still present. On June 23,
speaking ahead of the con-
ference about Lebanon’s
refusal to attend, Speaker
Nabih Berri said that any
offer intended to help the
Palestinians must recog-
nize refugees’ right to re-
turn. The plan earmarked
$6.3 billion primarily for
infrastructure projects

in Lebanon.

Lebanese Univer-

sity professors suspend
strike

On June 28, Lebanese Uni-
versity (LU) professors de-
cided to suspend an ongo-
ing strike, after Education
Minister Akram Chehayeb
promised to address their
concerns. Teachers had be-
gun striking on May 6 over
concerns the draft budget
would reduce LU’s funding
by nearly 9 percent, equal-
ling $25 million. Cuts to
state contributions to sala-
ries would be 10 percent,
or $2 million. Chehayeb
said that an agreement had
been reached with Finance
Minister Ali Hasan Khalil to
exempt LU professors from
budget item Article 90 that
would increase the mini-
mum period state employees
must work before they can
retire from 20 to 25 years.
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JULY

Cabinet work

stalled over

Qabr Shmoun

incident

On July 2, Prime Minis-
ter Saad Hariri decided
to postpone a cabinet
meeting following ten-
sions over the shooting in
Aley that took place the
preceding weekend. Two
aides of Minister of State
for Refugee Affairs Saleh
al-Gharib were killed in
Qabr Shmoun following
a confrontation between
his convey and armed men
affiliated with the Progres-
sive Socialist Party (PSP).
The clash took place in
the context of a tour of
the area by Free Patriotic
Movement (FPM) leader,
and foreign minister, Ge-
bran Bassil, accompanied
by the Lebanese Democ-
ractic Party (LDP)-affiliat-
ed Gharib, which had met
with backlash from local
PSP  supporters. There
were conflicting narratives
as to who fired first. LDP
leader Talal Arslan called
for the Aley shootings to
be taken to the Judicial
Council, Lebanon’s highest
judicial court; the cabinet
was split on the issue. An
attempt by General Secu-
rity head, Abbas Ibrahim,
to negotiate between the
two sides to have the case
tried in front of the mili-
tary tribunal was rejected
by Arslan.

Labor crackdowns

lead to protests

by Palestinians

Labor Minister Camille
Abousleiman announced
on July 10 that inspectors
had raided 214 businesses
as part of a crackdown on
illegal labor in the coun-
try. Employers had been
given a one-month grace
period to register their
foreign workers and en-
roll them in the National
Social Security Fund, but
despite this, 20 shops
were shuttered, 129 were
given violation notices,
and 24 warnings were is-
sued. Primarily, the raids
targeted  Syrian  refu-
gees, who were limited
to working in the agricul-

ture, construction, and en-
vironment/cleaning  sec-
tors, and needed to obtain
sponsorship from an em-
ployer. However, the move
sparked mass protests in
all 12 Palestinian refugee
camps across the country,
with Palestinians arguing
they cannot be treated as
foreign workers as they
were not able to provide
the documents necessary
to obtain labor permits.
Palestinians in Lebanon
have long had limited
access to employment,
often working in the in-
formal economy, moving
between employers. As of
July 24, Abousleiman had
taken measures to quell
the protests, by, for exam-

ple, exempting Palestin-
ians from having to en-
roll in social security, but
protests were still ongoing
several months later.

2019 Budget passed
by Parliament

On July 19, Parliament
passed the 2019 state
budget, which passed with
83 votes for, 17 against,
and one abstention. Presi-
dent Michel Aoun delayed
signing the budget until
July 31, citing issues with
article 80 that would cause
all civil service applicants
who have passed the Civil
Service Board exams to
be hired. This was seen as
problematic for those who
wish to keep a sectarian
balance within the civil
service, as it would tip the
scales in favor of Muslim
representation. The ap-
proved budget sought to
reduce the deficit to 7.6
percent of GDP from 11.5
percent in 2018. The IMF
estimated the plan would
fall short, instead estimat-
ing a 9.75 GDP deficit.
The budget included ef-
forts to cut public spend-
ing and increase revenue
generation.  Concerned
the budget would reduce
their benefits, army veter-
ans protested the budget,
and on the day lawmakers
passed the budget, protes-
tors attempted to storm
Parliament. Employees of
the state-run telecommu-
nications company Ogero
also protested cuts to their
salaries proposed in the
draft budget the day prior
to its adoption.
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AUGUST

Cabinet meets after
six-week deadlock
Cabinet met on August 10
after six weeks of politi-
cal deadlock following the
security incident in Qabr
Shmoun. Four days prior
to cabinet reconvening, EU
officials postponed a sched-
uled visit to Lebanon, call-
ing for normal government
activity to resume. Cabinet
announced investigations
would be launched into the
late June security incident.
On August 12, Prime Min-
ister Saad Hariri went on
a five-day trip to America,
the last day of which he had
a 40-minute meeting with
US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo where he thanked
him for Americas com-
mitment to the Lebanese
army. At a following ses-
sion on August 22, cabinet
announced its share of five
appointees out of a total of
10 to the Constitutional
Council. Parliament had
previously elected their five
representatives at the end
of June. A special session
was also held on August
27 to tackle the country’s
mounting waste problem,
with most elements of
Minister of Environment
Fady Jreissati’s waste man-
agement roadmap being
adopted.

Fitch downgrades

International credit rank-
ing agency Fitch down-
graded Lebanon’s credit
rating August 23 to CCC
from its previous B- rating.
Standard & Poor main-
tained its B-/B long- and
short-term foreign and
local currency sovereign
credit rating. In a statement
on the decision to down-
grade Lebanon to CCC,
Fitch noted: “The down-
grade of Lebanon’s IDRs
reflects intensifying pres-
sure on Lebanon’s financ-
ing model, increasing risks
to the governments debt
servicing capacity. Down-
ward pressure on banking
sector deposits and central
bank foreign reserves and
increasing dependence on

unorthodox measures by
the central bank (Banque
du Liban) to attract inflows
illustrate increased stress
on financing?”

Tensions rise after Israe-
li drone strikes

The latest round of escala-
tions between Hezbollah and
Israel began August 25 when
one Israeli drone crashed
and another exploded over
Hezbollah’s media offices in
Dahiyeh, south Beirut, in-
juring three. Hours earlier,
Israel had launched attacks
that killed two Hezbollah
fighters in Syria. Hezbollah
leader Hassan Nasrallah re-
sponded to the attacks, say-
ing that they were a violation
of the rules of engagement.

Further escalating tensions,
Israeli warplanes hit a Popu-
lar Front for the Liberation
of Palestine (PFLP) base
east of Zahle near the Syrian
border on August 26. The
PFLP fought inside Syria
alongside Hezbollah and
the Syrian army. President
Michel Aoun issued a state-
ment August 26, likening
the strikes in Dahiyeh to a
“declaration of war, while
Prime Minister Saad Hairiri
met with ambassadors and
the deputy heads of mission
of the UN Security Council
to discuss the violation of
Security Council Resolu-
tion 1701. The UN called for
“maximum restraint” from
all sides. Sources close to
Hezbollah told Reuters on
August 27 that Hezbollah
was preparing a “calculated
strike” against Israel, but
sought to avoid a new war.
Lebanon’s Higher Defense
Council met on August 27,
affirming “the right to de-
fend themselves against any
attack”

US sanctions Jammal
Trust Bank

The US Department of the
Treasury’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control sanctioned
Jammal Trust Bank for al-
legedly facilitating banking
activities for Hezbollah. The
Lebanese bank responded
that it would appeal the de-
cision. The Association of
Banks in Lebanon said it
regretted the decision, and
assured customers their
money in the bank would
be safe. The bank underwent

Lebanon, S&P main- voluntary liquidation in
tains rating September.
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SEPTEMBER

Hezbollah Israel flare-
up cools, but US ups
pressure with sanctions
Hezbollah fired several an-
ti-tank missiles across the
border toward the village
of Avivim in Israel on Sep-
tember 1 following a series
of escalations in August.
Hezbollah claimed to have
destroyed an Israeli military
vehicle in the attack, kill-
ing and wounding those
inside—Israel denied casual-
ties. In response, the Israeli
army fired over 100 artillery
shells targeting areas near
Maroun al-Ras in Lebanon.
Pressure on Hezbollah con-
tinued to mount as the US
had imposed new sanctions
on four members, including
senior members of Hezbol-
lah’s Jihad Council. On Sep-
tember 22, US Treasury’s As-
sistant Secretary for Terrorist
Financing Marshall Billing-
slea arrived in Lebanon for
a two-day visit, where he as-
sured Lebanese officials that
the US did not have a list of
Lebanese banks it intended
to target, but repeated that
the goal of the US treasury
was to deprive Hezbollah of
its financial support.

Cabinet studies

2020 budget

Officials declared a “state of
economic emergency’ on
September 2. In an effort to
secure funds totaling more
than $11 billion pledged at
CEDRE, Lebanon sought

to pass the 2020 budget on
time in order to begin fis-
cal reforms. Prime Minister
Saad Hariri told reporters on
September 15 that the budget
is part of a three-year plan
linked to the 2021 and 2022
budgets. On September 27,
according to The Daily Star,
Telecommunications Minis-
ter Mohammad Choucair, a
budget committee member,
hinted there could be new
taxes to help generate revenue
and reduce the state’s deficit.

Lebanon eyes unlock-
ing CEDRE funds

Prime Minister Saad Hariri
met with the French envoy
in charge of following up
on the implementation of
CEDRE, Pierre Duquesne,

on September 5. At a press
conference at the end of
his visit, Duquesne assured
Lebanese politicians that
no donors had expressed
an intent to cut funds, but
said Lebanon needed to act
quickly to implement fiscal
and infrastructure reforms.
Hariri headed to France to
meet with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron
on September 20, to dis-
cuss CEDRE investment.
Hariri also discussed Saudi
engagement with CEDRE
projects with Saudi Finance
Minister Mohammed al-
Jadaan on September 21.
In its September 23 ses-
sion, cabinet agreed to form
a ministerial committee
to tackle essential reform

measures. On September
24, President Aoun met
with Macron to discuss
CEDRE funds in New York
on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly meeting.

Future TV suspends
operation

On September 18, Prime
Minister Saad Hariri an-
nounced the suspension of
Future TV’s operations. As a
result of Future TV’s closure,
over 350 workers lost their
jobs after being on strike
since July 30 for not receiving
their salaries for 24 months.

Fears of dollar shortage
sparks strikes, protests

Protests broke out across
Lebanon on September 29
over the country’s worsen-
ing economic situation. On
September 18, gas stations
had shut down in protest
over an inability to secure
dollars at the official rate. An
open-ended strike began on
September 26, but was sus-
pended the following day
after the central bank agreed
on a mechanism to allow
gas stations owners to pur-
chase gasoline at the official
peg. Fear over the potential
dollar shortage was stoked
by residents facing issues
withdrawing dollars and
depositing Lebanese lira in
dollar accounts, along with
higher unofficial exchange
rates. BDL Governor Riad
Salameh promised to issue
a new circular on October
1 to organize the provi-
sion of dollars to banks at
the official rate to secure
imports of petrol, medicine,
and wheat.
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OCTOBER

Strikes over dollar

shortages continue

On October 1, Banque du
Liban Governor Riad Sala-
meh issued a new circu-
lar to organize the provi-
sion of dollars to banks at
the official rate to secure
imports of petrol, medi-
cine, and wheat. Despite
this, on October 8, mill
owners announced they
would begin selling their
products in dollars, not
lira. On October 10, the
Union of Bakery Owners
threatened to begin strik-
ing four days later if no
solution was found to the
dollar shortage that made
it difficult for bakers to
secure supplies at the offi-
cial exchange rate. Import-
ers pay for their products
in dollars but sell them in
lira. On October 15, Prime
Minister Hariri met with a
delegation from the Syndi-
cate of Bakery Owners, and
the strike was called off af-
ter Hariri pledged to solve
the issue within 48 hours.
Similarly, on October 11,
in a televised news confer-
ence, Sami Brax, head of
the Syndicate of Gas Sta-
tion Owners, said that state
officials had failed to honor
an agreement that allowed
them to purchase fuel with
the local currency. Gas sta-
tion owners also said banks
were not supplying them
with dollars needed to buy
imports following a short-
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age in dollar reserves. Fuel
importers and gas stations
went on strike across the
country. On October 12,
Hariri again assured gas
station owners that they
would be able to purchase
fuel with Lebanese lira,
ending the strike.

Wildfires devastate
Lebanon

Wildfires broke out in
Lebanon beginning Mon-
day, October 13. Over the
next two days, 125 fires
spread across the country.
In 48 hours, between 1,300
and 1,500 hectares were
burned, doubling yearly
average losses of 1,200 to
1,300 hectares, which had
already been lost this year.

Two people died as a result
of the wildfires, one from
smoke inhalation and
another who was struck
down by an emergency
vehicle. The Lebanese
Red Cross reported that
18 were hospitalized and
88 received medical care.
Three Sikorsky firefight-
ing helicopters donated to
the government in 2009 by
a coalition of citizens had
not been maintained; Leb-
anon had to rely on help
from Cyprus, Jordan, and
Italy to put out the fires
alongside Lebanon’s own
volunteer firefighters. A
thunderstorm in the even-
ing of October 15 played
a large role in putting out
the bulk of the fires.

~ ENNIIRHT

Economic grievances
erupt into nationwide
protests

On October 17 protests
erupted across the coun-
try, triggered by media
reports earlier Thursday
that cabinet had agreed
on new taxes under the
2020 budget, including a
tax on Voice over Inter-
net Protocols (VoIP) that
would have cost up to $6
per month for those us-
ing WhatsApp calls or
other VoIP apps. Clashes
between protesters and
bodyguards of Minister of
Education and Higher Ed-
ucation Akram Chehayeb
occurred in central Beirut,
with the bodyguards firing
shots into the air. A photo
of protester Malak Alaywe
kicking one of Chehayeb’s
armed bodyguards in the
groin became the first
icon of the protests. Re-
ports described sponta-
neous protests breaking
out across the country,
from Tripoli in the north
to Sour in the south, with
protesters burning tires,
building bonfires, and
blocking roads. Two Syr-
ian migrant workers were
killed after the Downtown
Beirut building they were
in was set alight. On Oc-
tober 18, then-Prime Min-
ister Saad Hariri set a 72-
hour deadline for reforms.
Banks and schools were
shut across the country;
banks remained shuttered
for two weeks. On October
19, Secretary General Has-
san Nasrallah backed the
cabinet in a speech. Pro-
testers in Sour were met
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with violence. On Octo-
ber 20 protesters came out
in force, with estimates
of over a million people
demonstrating across the
country.

Hariri’s reform pack-
age, 2020 budget, fail
to quell protests

On October 21, Hariri an-
nounced his cabinet’s re-
form package, with meas-
ures including cutting the
deficit without increasing
taxes. The reforms did lit-
tle to quell the protests.
Cabinet also passed the
2020 state budget Octo-
ber 21, which supposedly
aimed to enact no new
taxes but reduce the defi-
cit to 0.6 percent, with the
Banque du Liban (BDL),
Lebanon’s central bank,
and private banks contrib-
uting $3.4 billion toward
this aim. On October 22,
artists stormed Tele Liban
in protest over its lack of
coverage of the upris-
ing, while the head of the
National News Agency
(NNA), which had been
covering the protests,
Laure Sleiman, was dis-
missed. Minister of In-
formation Jamal Jarrah
appointed Ziad Harfoush
as the new director of the
NNA. Hundreds of pro-
testers gathered outside
BDL, chanting that Gov-
ernor Riad Salameh was a
thief; similar protests were
staged in front of Tripoli’s
central bank branch. On
October 23, a week into
the uprising, protests in
Nabatieh turned violent,
leaving 15 injured; and

one person taken to the
intensive care unit. Amal
denied any involvement in
the clashes.

Aoun, Nasrallah
address the nation,
protesters create
human chain

On October 24, President
Michel Aoun addressed
the nation, announcing
that he would hold every-
one who embezzled public
funds accountable and that
economic reform would
save Lebanon. He also said
that he was ready for “con-
structive dialogue” with
representatives from the
protest movement, which
remained leaderless. His
speech, which was pre-
recorded, fell on deaf ears.
Key thoroughfares in and
outside of Beirut remained
closed, despite some scuf-
fles between the army and
protesters as the former
attempted to reopen them.
The Association of Banks
in Lebanon announced
that banks would reo-
pen as soon as the situa-
tion stabilized. Schools
and universities remained
closed. On October 25,
Nasrallah made a second
speech, saying he refused
to accept the resignation
of the government and
alleging foreign backing
for the protests. Nasral-
lah called for roads to be
unblocked, but protesters
remained in the streets de-
spite aggression from Hez-
bollah supporters in areas
including Sour, Nabatieh,
and Riad el-Solh prior to
the speech. On October

26, a 171-kilometer “Leba-
nese Human Chain” was
formed across the country,
from north to south, by
tens of thousands of Leba-
nese in an expressed mani-
festation of national unity.

Violence erupts in
Downtown Beirut,
Hariri resigns

On October 29, Hezbollah
and Amal affiliates carried
out unprovoked violent at-
tacks against protesters at
the Fouad Chehab bridge,
known as “the Ring,” in
central Beirut. The group
of attackers, shouting slo-
gans that identified them
as Hezbollah and Amal
supporters, moved on to
Riad el-Solh and Martyr’s
Square, attacking peo-
ple with sticks and pipes
and destroying tents. Fol-
lowing the violence, and
nearly two weeks into
protests that had gripped
the entire nation, Hariri
announced his resignation
in a live address; under
the Lebanese constitution
this meant the resigna-
tion of the entire cabinet.
Afterwards, he headed to
Baabda Place and handed
his written resignation to
President Aoun, who ac-
cepted and the next day
issued a decree to keep the
government on in a care-
taker capacity until a new
government was formed.
Under the constitution,
parliamentary  consulta-
tions were to be held to
nominate a new prime
minister, who would then
be responsible for forming
a new cabinet.
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NOVEMBER

Banks reopen,

protests continue
Banks officially reopened
on November 1, after be-
ing shuttered for two
weeks since the onset of
the uprising. No official
capital controls were an-
nounced, but banks did
set limits on withdraw-
als that varied from bank
to bank—and from day
to day. Also November 1,
Hezbollah Secretary Gen-
eral Hassan Nasrallah gave
his third address since the
protests began, decrying
the “unprecedented form
and amounts of cursing”
deployed by protesters.
Protesters demonstrating
inside the Association of
Banks in Lebanon build-
ing in Downtown were
forcefully removed and
arrested, with one pro-
tester detained overnight.
Protestors also gathered
in front of central bank
buildings in Beirut and
Saida, which led to a
clash between the army
and the Saida protesters
that left five injured. On
November 3, a counter-
demonstration of Free Pa-
triotic Movement (FPM)
supporters gathered in
front of Baabda Palace.
FPM head and caretaker
foreign minister, Gebran
Bassil, addressed these
supporters live, calling for
an end to roadblocks, the
lifting of banking secrecy
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on officials’ accounts, and
the return of stolen pub-
lic funds. Shortly after,
President Michel Aoun,
who had been notice-
ably absent in addressing
mass protests around the
country, gave a televised
address directly to FPM
supporters. Tens of thou-
sands of anti-establish-
ment protesters gathered
across the country.

Government formation
talks begin, Moody
downgrades Lebanon
On November 4, Care-
taker Prime Minister Saad
Hariri and Caretaker For-
eign Minister Gebran met
to discuss government
formation; no agreements

were announced. On No-
vember 5, Moody’s Inves-
tors Service downgraded
Lebanons credit rating
from Caal to Caa2, stating
that “widespread social
protests, the resignation of
the government and loss
of investors’ confidence
have further undermined
Lebanon’s traditional
funding model based on
capital inflows and bank
deposit growth, threaten-
ing the viability of the peg
and macroeconomic sta-
bility” On the 20th day of
protests, tactics changed;
students began to take
part, protesters marched
between public institu-
tions and the army forcibly
reopened roads.

Siniora questioned
over missing funds,
government formation
talks continue

On November 6, former
Prime Minister Fouad
Siniora was called in for
questioning by Financial
Prosecutor Ali Ibrahim
over funds spent outside
state budget between 2006
and 2008. This came af-
ter a group of protesters
gathered outside Siniora’s
home in Hamra, Bliss
Street, the previous even-
ing, calling for an investi-
gation into the $11 billion
in extra-budgetary spend-
ing during his term. As
a first step to government
formation, Caretaker Prime
Minister Hariri and Presi-
dent Aoun met on Novem-
ber 7 to begin consultations
on choosing a new prime
minister and cabinet. Hariri
reportedly threatened to
withdraw his candidacy,
insisting on a technocratic
government in line with
protesters’ demand.

Parliamentary session
postponed, banks go
on open-ended strike
On November 11, Speaker
Nabih Berri postponed a
parliamentary session due
to take place the next day.
The session was scheduled
for November 19, but re-
mained controversial over
plans to carry out a legis-
lative session that includ-
ed an amnesty bill some
protesters feared would
be used to protect those
who had embezzled pub-
lic funds. Also November
11, in a speech the central
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bank governor Riad Sala-
meh denied any change to
the official exchange rate.
This was followed by the
announcement of an open-
ended strike from the bank
employees’ union, alleging
fears over staff safety at
banks. Hezbollah leader,
Hassan Nasrallah also gave
his fourth televised ad-
dress of the protests, this
time alleging that the US
was preventing Lebanon
from conducting business
with China, Iraq, and Syr-
ia, and that the sanctions
imposed on Hezbollah are
aimed at “stirring sedi-
tion in Lebanon” He also
called on the Higher Judi-
cial Council to tackle cor-
ruption files targeting any
Hezbollah official. In the
evening, the president gave
a live interview in which
he controversially said that
those Lebanese who be-
lieved that there were no
decent people in govern-
ment should emigrate.

Thousands protest
president’s speech,

one killed

Thousands took to the
streets the night of Novem-
ber 11 and the next day,
in response to President
Aoun’s speech the previous
evening. During the pro-
tests on the first night, a dis-
pute between one protester,
Alaa Abou Fakhr, and an
army colonel whose car was
trying to pass by a road-
block results in 38-year-
old father-of-three Fakhr
being shot dead in front
of his wife and son by the
army staffer who was driv-

ing the colonel. The army
opened an investigation into
the incident.

Ex-Minister Mohammad
Safadi touted as PM
candidate, hospitals
strike

On November 15, local me-
dia reported that ex-Minis-
ter Mohammad Safadi had
emerged as the agreed-on
candidate for prime minis-
ter. His name was confirmed
on November 16 by Care-
taker Foreign Minister Ge-
bran Bassil, who told press
that consultations were due
to start on the 18th—this
was denied by Baabda Pal-
ace, which has the author-
ity to call such sessions.
Former Prime Ministers
Najib Mikati, Fouad Sin-
iora, and Tammam Salam
all expressed their renewed
support for Hariri for Prime
Minister; Safadi withdrew
his candidacy on November
16. Also on November 15,
private hospitals carried out
a one-day strike, protesting
$1.3 billion in unpaid gov-
ernment bills and issues se-
curing medical supplies due
to the dollar liquidity crisis.

Protests hit one month
mark, parliamentary
session blocked

On November 17, inde-
pendent candidate Melhem
Khalaf was elected presi-
dent of the Beirut Bar As-
sociation, coinciding with
celebrations in the streets
over the one-month anni-
versary of the uprising. On
November 19, a controver-
sial parliamentary session
was postponed following

thousands of protesters
gathering in Downtown to
prevent Parliament from
sitting. Shots were fired
through the windscreen of
one car, as an unidentified
minister drove through the
protesters.

Protesters organize
Independence Day
marches, Khatib

touted as PM candidate
Lebanon celebrated its Inde-
pendence Day on November
22, with protesters organ-
izing civil parades that took
place in Downtown Beirut, in
lieu of the usual military pa-
rade. The official celebration
was moved to the Ministry
of Defense in Yarze. Banks
reopened on November 26,
after a two-week open-end-
ed strike. The Association of
Banks in Lebanon released
a statement saying that
there would be $1000/day
withdrawal limit, but some
banks set limits much lower.
Caretaker Prime Minister
Saad Hariri also formally
withdrew his candidacy for
prime minister on Novem-
ber 26, clearing the way for
contractor Samir Khatib to
become the frontrunner; he
received Hariris backing on
December 3. However, on
December 8, the day before
consultations were sched-
uled to take place, Khatib
withdrew his candidacy af-
ter meeting with Lebanon’s
top Sunni authority, Dar
al-Fatwa. At time of writ-
ing, the consultations have
been postponed to Decem-
ber 16, with Hariri as the
frontrunner. Protests are
ongoing. E 3
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TIMELINE

By Sarah Shaar

Not so merry go-round

Key events in PM Saad Hariri's tenure

October 20

October 31

November 3

December 19

March 23

April 4

June 16

October 20

October 25
October 30

November 3

> Saad Hariri endorses presidential bid
of Michel Aoun.

> Aoun, backed by Hezbollah, is elected
president of Lebanon, ending a
two-year stalemate.

> Hariri named as prime minister, promises a
new, just electoral law.

> Hariri begins his second tenure

as PM, forming a 30 minister cabinet that
includes all political parties with the
exception of the Kataeb party.

> Cabinet approves first budget in 12 years.

> PM Hariri attends Brussels

Conference | on Supporting the Future of
Syria and the Region to receive international
aid for refugees in Lebanon.

> New electoral law passes.

> Cabinet commissions McKinsey & Co.

to develop the Lebanese Economic Vision for
the value of $1.3 million in time for the Paris
donor conference (later named CEDRE)

in April.

> US Senate passes new sanctions
against Hezbollah.

> PM Hariri visits the crown prince
of Saudi Arabia Mohammad bin Salman.

> PM Hariri meets with international affairs
advisor to Iranian Supreme Leader Khamenei.

November 4

November 12

November 17

November 21

November 22

December 4

December 8

January 12

February 18

> Reading a televised statement, Hariri
resigns as PM of Lebanon from Riyadh citing
the overextension of Iran in the region

and fears of assassination.

> PM Hariri is interviewed by Future TV

on the reasons behind his questionable
resignation adding he will be returning to Lebanon
shortly.

> After spending a fortnight in Saudi Arabia
allegedly discussing Iran’s policies in Lebanon
and the region, President Emmanuel Macron
invites PM Hariri and his family to France to
discuss the region’s political climate

> PM Hariri arrives to Lebanon
after meeting with Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah el-Sisi in Cairo.

> After meeting with President Aoun,
PM Hariri postpones his resignation.

> PM Hariri withdraws his

resignation stating that this decision is based
on the agreement that all members of the
government stay out of the affairs of other
Arab countries.

> PM Hariri attends a meeting with
the International Support Group for Lebanon
(ISG), chaired by the United Nations and France.

> PM Hariri states that the 2018 budget will
not include new taxes.

> Council of Ministers forms committee
headed by Hariri to study budget figures
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March 12

March 14

March 29

April 6

April 18

April 24

April 24

April 26

May 6

May 7

PM Saad Hariri resigns after nearly two weeks of nation-wide anti-establishment protests.

> President Aoun signs draft state budget
decree referring it to Parliament.

> Rome Il donor conference is held

to secure funding from France aimed

at empowering the Lebanese Army and other
national security institutes.

> Lebanon passes 2018 budget.

> PM Hariri attends CEDRE in

Paris, with the government’s Capital
Investment Plan in tow.

> Donors pledge $11 billion dollars toward
infrastructure projects in Lebanon,

on condition of fiscal reform.

> President Aoun signs 2018
state budget law.

> PM Hariri attends Brussels Il to

meet with EU officials who pledged to grant
Lebanon part of 560 million euros in
refugee aid.

> President Aoun calls caretaker-speaker
Nabih Berri to reconsider article 49 of state
budget law which provides temporary
residency for foreigners who buy property
in Lebanon.

> Constitutional Council suspends
article 49 of budget law.

> Parliamentary elections take place under
new electoral law.

> Electoral results give Gebran Bassil’s Free
Patriotic Movement (FPM) the biggest bloc in
Parliament, with 29 seats.

> Future loses seats, securing only 20.

May 12

May 22

May 23

May 24

May 28

July 17

August 9

September 3

September 10

October 9

> PM-designate Hariri dissolves Future
Movement's electoral body, electoral machine,
coordinating branches in Beirut, Western and
Middle Bekaa, Koura and Zgharta.

> Cabinet approves plan to save electricity
sector in accordance with Energy Minister’s
proposals.

> Nabih Berri is reelected as Speaker of
Parliament, Elie Ferzli as his deputy.

> PM-designate Saad Hariri commissioned
to form new government.

> Deliberations to form new
government begin.

> Parliament elects 17 committees.

> PM-designate Hariri and Parliament Speaker
Berri meet to discuss cabinet formation.
Hariri states after the meeting that delays in
government formation have been the result of
a competition for shares in the coming cabinet.

> PM-designate Hariri announces that a
national unity government lineup has been
handed to President Aoun.

> President Aoun from Strasbourg:
Government will be formed soon as a balanced
formula is reached. No sect should monopolize
representation or marginalize any side.

> PM-designate Hariri says that Lebanon’s
economic situation calls for the immediate
formation of the government within the next
10 days. The FPM and Lebanese Forces continue
to argue over their shares.
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TIMELINE

President Aoun, House Speaker Berri, and caretaker-PM Hariri celebrating
Lebanon’s Independence Day in Yarze

December 14

December 16

January 7

January 19

January 31

February 18

> After seven months of political deadlock,
members of the Sabaa Party block the
entrances of the ministries of labor, social
affairs, and industry to protest the delay in
government formation.

> Around a thousand people march from
Hamra to Riad el-Solh protesting against
government policies and the economic
situation in a demonstration organized

by the Lebanese Communist Party and the
Popular Nasserite Organization.

> McKinsey's LEV is made public by Caretaker
Minister of Economy and Trade Raed Khoury,
as a push from the ministry to accelerate
government formation. Says the delay in
publishing is the result of the delay in
government formation.

> The Arab League Economic and Social
Development summit takes place in Beirut
despite rumors of postponing du