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Check the (panel) space available:  
For each 1 kW (or 4.55 Amps) of PV you will require at least  5.5 m2, usually on the 
roof of your residence; however if there is no roof you can check for any south facing 
vertical wall with little to no shading.  

Check Sun exposure:  
Does your available space get sunshine for a good amount of hours per day, you 
need to avoid installing PV panels in shaded areas.  

Check the (equipment) space:  
You will need space to install your system’s solar inverter and batteries. Unlike the 
panels, these do not need sun exposure but require a well-ventilated indoor space 
which depends on type of battery and size.  

Check residence for “earthing” 
Does your home have earthing? Your PV solar system will need to be grounded. This 
includes all of the equipment connected into the system; inverters, mounting, 
controllers, and any other equipment that makes up your system. 

Check your lifestyle and habits (critical load):  
What is the main purpose of installing the PV system?  
Do I want the PV system to fully cover all my demand for electricity? Did I do an audit 
of what devices I would want to have a constant power supply so I label them 
“critical”? Have I prepared myself and family that high consuming appliances are best 
used during sun peak hours?  

Check your budget limitations:   
This is influenced by many decisions, some of which being the number of panels, the 
choice and type of batteries (if any), the selected critical load, and the amount of 
appliances that need to be on at the same time and their period of operation.  
 

 


